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Storms ahead
I often find that the message or Bible verse I hear on Sundays, or a 
devotion I read in an email or on Instagram, is exactly the message I 
needed for that moment in time. Do you ever feel like you are hearing the 
right story at the right time for you?  

On Sunday we heard the account from Matthew about the time Jesus 
calmed the storm.  How relevant this is in general terms for us all, as we 
traverse an ever changing and unpredictable storm in 2020! I also found it 
personally relevant.

Jesus walked on the water towards his disciples, who were in the middle 
of the sea in a huge storm. They were scared crying out in fear, as they 
couldn’t believe what they saw or who it was. Jesus spoke to them and 
said “Be brave! It is I. Don’t be afraid”. Peter tests his own faith by walking on 
the water towards Jesus, but as soon as he doubts and looks at the storm 
around him, and not at the face of Jesus, he starts to sink. Jesus saves him, 
and then he calms the storm.

We all know that in an instant, things can change. A football injury can 
end a career, a devastating diagnosis, divorce, losing a job, the loss of a 
much loved family pet… all of these situations can be devastating and life 
changing.

So what is the constant in a world that is changing? Who is the calm in my 
storm? For me it is Jesus. 

Jesus gives us power to walk in the storm. There are many disruptions and 
storms can come up in an instant. Many times we feel we may sink.  But if 
we keep our eyes firmly fixed on him, we can know he is very close by and 
will not let us stumble, he will not let the waters rise over our head.

Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. Psalm 105:4

Submitted by Louise Venning

Upcoming Events
WEEK 4

FRI 14 AUGUST
• Community Time

WEEK 5

THU 20 AUGUST
• School Tour PM

WEEK 6

THU 27 AUGUST
• Fathers Day Stall

WEEK 7 - CONCERT 
PERFORMANCES
•    Tuesday 1/9: 3 Fyffe, 1 Lethborg 
•    Wednesday 2/9: 2 Tew/Saint, 3 Fisher 
•    Thursday 3/9: 2 Voigt, 4 Mueller  

THU 3 SEPTEMBER
• School Tour PM

FRI 4 SEPTEMBER
• Pupil Free Day

WEEK 8 - CONCERT 
PERFORMANCES
•  Monday 7/9: 2 Sheridan/Jeffery, 3 
Arnold   
•  Tuesday 8/9: 1 Baldock, 4 McMahon

WED 9 AND THU 10 SEPTEMBER
• Filming of Concert and St Paul 
Spectacular

FRI 11 SEPTEMBER
• St Paul Spectacular



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Yr 2 Sheridan/Jeffery

From the Principal
ILLNESS AND TESTING FOR STUDENTS
If students are unwell with COVID-19 symptoms, we 
ask that they stay home and seek medical advice as 
soon as possible through either a GP, a COVID clinic, 
or the National Coronavirus Helpline on 1800 020 080. 
Parents should only bring students back to school 
following advice from one of these services.

Should a student or one of their immediate family 
members living in their household be required by a 
medical practitioner to be tested for COVID-19, we ask 
that the student remain home until that family member 
receives notification that they do not have COVID-19. 
Should a test return as positive for COVID-19, the 
advice of the Department for Health will be followed 
from that point.

For all absences regarding illness for COVID-19 
symptoms or testing, we ask that parents immediately 
notify the school in writing of the status and update 
us on any progress or changes by emailing admin@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au.

We highly recommend that students and families have 
an up to date flu vaccination.

ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH PASTOR CALL
Did you know that the church has called a pastor? This 
is the process by which Lutheran Churches ask a pastor 
to consider coming to serve at a particular place. Please 
join us in praying for the St Paul church congregation 
and for the pastor and his family as they consider 
where God is calling them to be.

TRAFFIC REMINDERS
Safety of our students remains top priority for us. I ask 
that all families support us with student safety in the 
car park and on the roads.

Our drive-through kiss and drop is running smoothly 
and is a great option for dropping off students. Please 
do not drop your child on Audrey Avenue. This is a no 

standing zone in the morning and afternoons, it blocks 
driveways of the local residents, and is very unsafe for 
children.

In speaking with local residents recently, I am informed 
that many cars are blocking driveways while waiting to 
turn into the car park. Please assist our relationship 
with our neighbours by giving them access to enter and 
exit their driveways when necessary.

Our car park should be entered by turning left. Turning 
right from Audrey Avenue is not permitted. This change 
was made by Port Adelaide Enfield council in their work 
with us to create a safer space for pedestrians. If you 
are approaching from Main North Road, please drive 
down to the roundabout and come back up toward the 
school.

These procedures will help us all to work together for 
the safety of our students and local residents. Thanks 
for your help in this!

Leila Mattner|Principal

Students celebrating birthdays 
this week
Max Hitch Chloe Broster

Celia Baxter Oliver Fountain

Mithun Naresh Kumar

Abigail Grundel-Black Emily Chan 
Josiah Wilson   

Emily Koelman Elyse Houston   Macy Koh 

Freja Siebert Brydie Wombat

From the Deputy Principal
SCHOOL REPORTS
Last week we moved to reports being available 
through the app and portal. Teething issues aside, it is 
important to note that the school report at this time of 
year is indicative of progress and achievement. 
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Under the Australian Curriculum, students are 
assessed against year-long standards and must be 
given multiple opportunities to demonstrate their 
skills and understanding against these standards. This 
means that the feedback that teachers have provided 
in reports in the form of grades and other descriptors 
are initial indications of student progress. As a result, 
the report at the end of the year is a much more 
comprehensive document and point of assessment. 
Please contact your child’s teacher if you would like 
to discuss any aspect of the report, but equally as 
important is the conversation with the student.

In some cases students may be disappointed with 
aspects of their report. Self-reflection and goal setting 
can assist them to learn and plan to ‘grow’ as a result. 
These are great conversations to have when the time is 
right both at home and at school.

Setting goals is one way of focussing on what really 
matters as we look toward the end of year. This may 
be around the social aspect of the classroom or skills 
and attitudes as opposed to just grades. Education 
is not just be about learning outcomes. Today the 
opportunities to discuss resilience, persistence, 
positivity, optimism, accomplishment, relationships 
and emotions come up so frequently in the classroom, 
in the academic setting. The progress report can be a 
good stimulus for these conversations.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
CONCERT AND ST PAUL SPECTACULAR
Preparations for our St Paul Concert and St Paul 
Spectacular are certainly underway. More information 
about ordering tickets and performance times will be 
sent out soon. Please note the following important 
dates:
•   Tuesday 1/9: 3 Fyffe, 1 Lethborg 

•   Wednesday 2/9: 2 Tew/Saint, 3 Fisher 

•   Thursday 3/9: 2 Voigt, 4 Mueller  

•   Monday 7/9: 2 Sheridan/Jeffery, 3 Arnold   

•   Tuesday 8/9: 1 Baldock, 4 McMahon 

The St Paul Spectacular date is set aside for Friday 11 
September. This date is relevant for our Year 5 and 
Year 6 classes.

The concert and St Paul Spectacular will be filmed in its 
entirety on: Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 September. 
The film will be made available to all families.

VOLUNTEERS
Keep an eye out for future announcements when 
parent volunteers can work in the classroom. We thank 
you for your continued understanding and patience.

FRIDAY COMMUNITY TIME
Unfortunately due to the rain forecast for this Friday, 
our Community Afternoon has been postponed. Our 
new Community Afternoon dates are: Friday 28 August 
(Week 6) and Friday 18 September (Week 9). Please 
note that students can wear their sports uniform on 
Friday 14 August and Friday 28 August. Our student 
leaders are excited to lead these afternoons.

CANTEEN ORDERING SYSTEM- QKR!
Please note that all canteen orders 
will need to be placed by 8.00am as 
this allows more preparation time for 
Chris and our volunteers. All orders 
must be made via the app. Please 
note that canteen orders can be 
made in advance via the app. 

Last week the app introduced the option ‘payment to 
canteen’. This is to be used if your child accidentally 
forgets their lunch. If this happens, please call the office 
and speak with Chris directly.

FATHER’S DAY STALL
Father’s Day is just around the corner. St Paul will be 
having a Father’s Day stall on the morning of Thursday 
27 August. Gifts range from $2.00-$7.00. All gifts will be 
in a gift bag or wrapped. Students can purchase up to 3 
gifts and a card. If you are available to help out, please 
email Carly cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

As we are unable to accept cash payments at this time, 
payments for Father’s Day Stall will be able to be made 
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via QKR. Please note that our Father’s Day Stall is over 
a week before the actual day of Father’s Day due to our 
Concert Performances. More information soon!

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 2020.
There are 4 weeks left for students to complete the 
Premer’s Reading Challenge for 2020. Lots of students 
have already handed in their completed records which 
is great to see. The final day to hand records in is Friday 
4th September. This year students can list any books 
they have read throughout the year, not just Premier’s 
Reading Challenge books. If your child has lost their 
form they can see me to get another one. 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS.
One of our most popular morning break activities in the 
library is construction. We are now accepting materials 
to refill our construction box in the library. If you have 
any clean recyclable materials including cardboard, 
paper, plastics, orange bags etc we would love to have 
them. Please hand materials to me in the library so they 
can be quarantined before use.

Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager

LLL STUDENT BANKING
We are accepting Student Banking again. Banking day is 
every Wednesday. 

From our Community Chaplain
BEING SAFE ON-LINE
During these fast changing and highly technological 
times, it certainly can be challenging to stay up to date 
with the latest apps, games and their appropriate (or 
non-appropriate content), the parental advice, rules 
and regulations and more. As a parent of teens and 
a pre-teen, I know from experience the difficulties in 
navigating this space, and also as a School Chaplain 
too.  As a school staff we are presented with a lot 
of challenges with young people using technology, 
particularly social media, and message forums, which 

tend to amplify the already bubbling social and 
friendship dynamics and tensions happening in Primary 
School. Fortunately, the eSafety Commissioner offers 
professional training and up to date information on 
what is happening in this area, as part of a National 
School Chaplain Program and their Professional 
Learning Package for ‘NSCP chaplains: responding to 
and preventing cyberbullying’.  

Over the next few weeks I will be sharing some valuable 
information gained from this training, so that as parents 
and careers of young people we can be better informed 
and better equipped to face these challenges head on.  

There is a wealth of information available on the eSafety 
Commissioner’s website for parents including:

•   What if my child is cyberbullying other children?

•   Signs to watch for if you think your child is being 
cyberbullied

•   What to do if your child is being cyberbullied

•   Targeted age appropriate advice

•   Counselling and support options

For children aged 5-12 years the eSafety Commissioner 
has this piece of valuable advice:

•   Encourage your child to use the same good manners 
and communication they would use offline, and remind 
them it is okay to report others who are not being nice. 

•   Make sure they are aware of the advice about 
cyberbullying particularly targeted at kids. 

For more information on eSafety in the lead up to 
‘National Child Safety Week’ coming up in September, 
you can go to the eSafety website www.esafety.gov.au/
parents

If anyone would like extra support at this time, please 
email Louise Venning, Community Chaplain, lvenning@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au   
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St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
CHURCH SERVICES AT ST PAUL
Church at St Paul is on again with our two services at 8.30am and 10.00am. 
Everyone attending needs to sign in on arrival showing their attendance for 
contact tracing requirements.  Tea and coffee will not be offered after our 
services until further notice.  All welcome.  

PLAYGROUP AT ST PAUL 
Great news! Playgroup is back on every Tuesday morning in term time in 
the Church hall at 9am. For parents and carers with a child/children aged 
0-5.  Come along and join us for a time of play, song and story. 

SPY TERM 3
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 are welcome to join us on Friday 14 
August 7.00-9.00pm in the hall. Cost $2. We will be encouraging physical 
distancing whilst still doing normal SPY things like having fun, fellowship, 
a chat and supper. This term the leaders are supplying supper, and hand 
sanitiser will be available when you arrive. We ask parents to be mindful of 
their physical distancing at drop off and pick up. God bless, Nicole, Renate 
and Ebony. For more information, can call Nicole on 0412 686 342.

LCC WINTER APPEAL
For the month of August, Lutheran Community Care are asking for 
donations of toothpaste, packet soup, long life milk and spaghetti.  
Donations can be left on the table in the narthex or at the front office.  
Please pray for the people who deliver the services and those who benefit 
from them.  Cash donations can be made by going to www.lccare.org.au/
how-you-can-help/donations/

BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS – A PAIR OF PJ’S
Did you know that some of the people who benefit from Backpacks 4 
SA Kids have never owned their own pair of pyjamas?  Each backpack is 
packed with a pair of pyjamas and this is always a high need item.  All sizes 
from 0000 to size 16 are needed. Thank you for your support.

DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 2020-21
Digital Entertainment Books for 2020-21 are now available online. If you are 
renewing or buying for the first time, please consider nominating St Paul 
Lutheran Church to support us in our fundraising for ongoing maintenance 
of the Church building and our School Ministry Worker Project. 

Purchase a digital book for $69.99 at https://www.entertainment.com.au/
orderbooks/163x152

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
But Jesus quickly spoke to them, “Have courage!  It is I. Do not be afraid.” 
Matthew 14:27
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